BELIEVE – 
THAT YOU MAY HAVE LIFE
6.  Jesus: The Bread of Life
Scripture:
John 6:1-71
Theme:
Man cannot live by bread alone, but by the Word of God who became flesh.
INTRODUCTION

As we continue in our study of the Gospel of John, keep in mind John’s purpose for writing:  “…the signs are recorded that you may believe that Jesus is Christ, the Son of God, and believing you may have life.” (Jn. 20:30-31)  Thus far John has introduced us to three of the seven signs.
Each sign/miracle reveals some aspect of Jesus as Messiah and Son of God.  They demonstrate something about His person, purpose and power.  Indeed, He is God’s avenue to the special life only God can give.  In the first sign (changing water into wine) John shows that to have the true joy in being in a covenant relationship with God can only occur when the old Jewish laws of purification are changed through the new wine of Christ’s shed blood.  In the second sign (healing of the nobleman’s son) the hope of eternal life is extended to the Gentiles as well.  To receive new life requires taking Jesus at His word.  The third sign, in which a man who had been lame for 38 years, John reminds us that like this man, the sin of Israel has always been unbelief.  When God called His people to enter the Promised Land, they didn’t want to and they wandered in the wilderness for 40 years.  By asking this man, “Do you want to be healed?”, John is telling his readers if they expect to claim their promised new life, they must want what God has to give.  They many not have the faith of the nobleman, but if they truly want it, demonstrate belief by rising up and walk in Christ’s power.

In this lesson we will consider two more signs recorded by John.  It would be safe to conclude that these two sign/miracles in Chapter 6 are directed by Jesus for the sake of His disciples.  Christ’s disciples need to be confident that no matter what the storms of life may bring, Christ has power and authority over them all.  Also, in light of the coming clash and controversy that surrounds Jesus identity and claims of authority, every true disciple needs to accept their call to pass on person and work of Jesus as the only answer to man’ spiritual hunger.  Jesus is the bread of life, God’s word in the flesh, without whom no man can live.
I.  Called to Care   
John 6:1-15
1. John 6:2 indicates that there were those who responded to Jesus because of ‘the miraculous sings’, yet verse 3 shows that Jesus turned his back on them.  How would you account for this?  Jn. 2:23-25; 4:48; 5:19
· What was the primary purpose for the sign/miracles of Jesus recorded in John?  Jn 20:30-31    (in intro???)

2. Jesus is in Galilee, yet John mentions in John 6:4 that the Passover is near.  That festival recalls how God – through Moses – freed His people from slavery in Egypt.
· What two miracles did Moses perform?  Ex. 16:4-5; 14:26-28
· How do the next two signs – John 6:11-13 and 18-21 – bring light on the person and power of Jesus?
3. As Jesus questions the disciples, what is Jesus’ purpose?  Jn. 6:5-6
· What is the test?  What kind of response do you think He was looking for?
4. Compare Philipp’s answer (Jn. 6:7) with that of Andrew (Jn. 6:9).  Which shows the greater faith?
· From their responses to Jesus, how would you describe the basic perspective they each displayed?
5. What two miracles do you find in this story?  Jn. 6:11, 13
6. What conclusions do the people come to regarding Jesus’ identity?  Jn. 6:14; Deut 18:15
II.  Confident to Trust 
John 6:16-24
1. Having witnessed Jesus’ power to feed a multitude, what became their objective?  Jn. 6:15    (who is their)
· How did Jesus react?
· What further insights does Matthew give concerning Jesus’ behavior and instructions to the disciples?  Matt. 14:22-23

2. As the disciples proceeded to cross the Sea of Galilee, what crises did they face?  
        Jn. 6:1-18
3. What miraculous feat did Jesus perform and how did the disciples react?  Jn. 6:19-20
· What further details does Matthew describe in this event?  Matt. 14:28-30
4. As soon as Jesus drew near to the boat, how did He identify Himself?  Jn. 6:20  What is the significance of that title?  Ex. 3:13-14; Jn. 8:58
· What further miraculous event took place when Jesus got into the boat?  Jn. 6:21
5. This is the 5th sign that John records.  What does this sign teach you about the person and power of Jesus Christ?
III.  Challenged to Commit  
John 6:25-71
1. The next day the people were hungry again, so they came looking for Him.  Jn. 6:22-25.  How does Jesus try to redirect their thinking?  Jn. 6:26-33
· Do you think many people today follow Jesus for some of the same reasons?  Jn. 6:26  Why? Or why not?
· How would you explain Jesus’ words in John 6:27?

· What does Jesus say is the work God requires?  Jn. 6:29

2.
Read John 6:32-35.  Jesus points out that the food Moses gave spoiled after a day, and it only met the physical needs of the people.  (Ex. 16:15)  What is Jesus saying about Himself?  How is this true?
3. What is the will of the Father?   Jn. 6:37-40
· How do the people respond to His claims?  Jn. 6:41-42

4. What does John 6:43-59 teach about what God does and what people do in the process of coming to know Jesus?
5. In reading John 6:43-59, when Jesus said, “This bread is my flesh,” what was the crowd thinking of?  
· What do you think Jesus meant to eat His flesh and drink His blood?  Jn. 6:40, 53-59

· How does partaking in the Lord’s Supper help illustrate what Jesus is teaching here?

6. Notice that following these comments there is a turning point for those who had been following Jesus.  Why did many follow Him?  Jn. 2:23; 4:45; 6:2, 14-15

· What do you think are the reasons many of His disciples decided not to walk with Jesus any more?  Jn. 6:41, 53-54, 57, 60, 64, 66

7. How do the twelve disciples respond to Jesus?  Jn. 6:67-71

APPLICATION
What are the ‘signs’ you look to that cause you to be a Jesus follower?
In what way has Jesus, the Bread of Life, satisfied the spiritual hunger in our heart?
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